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Condensed TelegramsNew York Heartilymm to Order Supplanting
Chaos in Russia

No Cessation in

British Advance

TAKE GERMAN TRENCHES ON A

FRONT OF 3,000 YARDS 1

Has Appealed to Railroad Managers and Chiefs of

Brotherhoods to Reopen Questions at Issue

A COMMISSION OF MEDIATORS NOW AT WORK

IN PIERRE VAAST WOOD

Another British Torpedo Boat De-

stroyer Has Been Sunk in English
- Channel Struck a Mine-- It ia Ba-- :

lieved 29 of the Craw Wera Lost.

Continuing their attack on the Ger-
man lines in the center of the Sommi
region in France. British troops have
gained further successes. Almost all
of the St. Pierre Vaast Wood, the
scene of previous heavy battles ' be-
tween French and German forces, has
been occupied, says the official state-
ment from the British war office. .

German trenches on a front of 3,0000

President Wilson Appealed to Patriotic Spirit of Both Parties
to the Controversy Chief Executive is Confident There
Will be No Strike He Sees No Good Reason Why Com-promi- se

is Not Possible Should Strike be Called the
New Haven Road is to Discontinue Its Sleepers-an- d Din- -

' ing Room Service and All Traveling Will be Done in Day

Coaches. " ST. PATRICK'S DAY
Ma hearts beating light an' me lipa top apart,

An' me auld eyes they sparkle again;
For me aara hear tha tune that sings in ma heart,

Tie tha music of "Erin's Refrain." :,

Ma thoughts travel back to tha cot 'neath the hill,
An' I sit by the turf fire bright;

An' mother's lova aong to ma heart bringa a thrill,'
' Shure it fills tha auld homa with delight.

O memory dear! Ifa kind that ye ara
To bring it all homa to me here;

'The scenes all coma flooding back from afar
To warm ma auld heart with their cheer.

Again to "Tha Pipes' w danca eh tha green,
By tha aide ef tha Colleena so fair;

With all of tha countryside watching the acene
Shure we dance tho' we throd upon air.

The "Wake an' the Fair," the "Fun an' the Fight,"
; Oh! The daya of ma yeuth far away;
In yea ?Erin Dear," "aweet land of delight"

I am living them .ever today. t-

- With a taae and a sigh for tha time that ia paV '

'"Air a prSyVTffrtta-ftrtti- d
That tha bright star ef freedom it rising at lat'- .c

v

- On my dear native ial e'er the aaa-- v

, . - - JOHN DOWNING

The ' New York senate, by 'a vote of
sx to is, passed me literacy test IjiH.

Military training in tha six publio
wuwjs m K7i. uvuia wiu n(ui Aionnay. ;

Tanas Ferry Moody, governor ' of
Oregon from 1882 to 1886, died at Sa
lem, Ore. .. j m

The third strike' of lengsheremen in
mo uuh blx momna was oegun at ban

The DDalnimint nf Brin & Ulimt
er Liggett to be major-gener- al was
cunurmni oy . we senate. '

The Empire City 8ubway company,
Ltd. of . New Tork, increased itscapital rrom se.000,000 to $7,500,000.

One man was killed in an exeloaienat the Hadlejr yards of the du Pont
works at Wilmington. Del.

Ona. m.m I 1M -- xl- - - M.n w uirio rinjured when the Boiler of the ruiteh
uuwr vfeioriH.no. exploded at TheHague. ,. ...

.......U U- - 7fM 'w ui.'i w pvrsons wvn Torceato the streets, scantily clad, by a fire
which destroyed the Hotel Rosslya atun Angeies, jfu.

William Valonsky, ef 8pring Valley,
rv. x.. was sentenmi rn iprvn tonyears in prison as a second offenderror nignway robbery.

The weekly statement sf tha Bank
or stance shows an increase of 11
670,000 francs in gold and a decreaseor 1.716.000 rrancs in silver.

Jehrt J. Selbv. chief nffiup nt hm
Levland Line steamshln TWtvnnlan' re
ceived the-- Massachusetts Humane So
ciety's silver medal ror heroism.

Tha British Board at Traf. finm--
for February show that imports dur-
ing the month increased $18,000,000
ana mat exports increased $4,760,000

Judae Chambers of tha Uniarl
States Board of Mediation and Con
ciliation,' called .at the White House
to discuss the ; threatened . railroad
strike. . . , ,

'
t The aanata eanfirmJ !,.

tion of former ' Renreeentatlv Tin v- -
mond Stevens of New Hampshire to
be a member of the Federal Shipping
Doara.

Beginning of work on a new union
railway syirtem at St. Paul. Minn., to
cost $11,000,000. was celebrated with
a parade of citizens in carnival cos
turn.'

Reports ef heavy fighting between
Mexican, troops and Villa bandits at
Trincheras.i-'I- miles west, of Santa
AnnaJ were received at the department. I.?-- ' - .

;. Embargo at 10 0. m. yesterday the
Nashville, Chattanooga and St. Louis
Railway put an era oargo on livestock,
perishable freight of all descriptions
ana explosives. .

The Eastern 8taamahlp- - Lines, Inc.yesterday placed an embargo on allfreight, via New Tork or' Boston for
connecting rail, or water and rail car
tiers, effective at once.

The Meyer bill, to authorise tha gov-
ernor to compel registration of all
foreigners in the state, was reported
ravorably by . the New Assem
My Judiciary committee.

The senate confirmed the nomination
of John Franklin Fort,
or " William B. Col
ver, of St. Paul, to be members of the
Federal Trade commission.

A bill desianed to give Governor
Edge full military authority, after theadjournment of the legislature, to nse
tne states resources m case or war,
wan passed by the New Jersey sen-
ate. f

Two sailors ef the interned German
raider Kronprim Wilhehn at the Phil-
adelphia navy yard, were shot and
wounded by United States - marines
during a fight onathe deck of the ves
sel.

A general order waa Issued by the
Chesaneake & Ohio railway at New-
port News. Va., declaring an abso-
lute embargo on freight shipments in
anticipation of the threatened railway
strike.

Diplomatic representatives of the
Pnited States are negotiating with
neutrals of turope the question as to
whether American armed merchant-
men are to be permitted to enter neu-
tral ports. .

Major-Gener- al John J. Pershinq,
commander of the southern - depart-
ment. . was Invited to attend a lun-cheo- nr

to be given In Juarez Monday
In honor of General Jose Carlos Mur-
gula's saint day.

The Canadian government haa re-
ceived word that the Canadian Coun-
cil of Agriculture, meeting at'Regina,
has decided that the whole wheat crop
of Canada shall be taken for the
British government.

Advanced wages demanded soma
time ago by telegraphers employed on
the Chicago ' Great Western, Illinois
Central, Chicago & Northwestern,
Chicago 6c Aloon, and Chicago &
Eastern Illinois railroads have been
granted. ' ''.','Serqeant Major Reswell Wlnana,
United States Marine corps, was
decorated with the medal of honor, thehighest award of merit given to
American soldiers or Sailors. He gets
it for heroism in a fight with rebels,
in Santo Domingo.

Episcopal clergy of the' western
Massachusetts diocese haw ' passed
resolutions offering their services to

for any service he may
nsk for state or nation, and praised
President Wilson for his firm stand
In International crisis. -

END OF THE ROMANOFF
DYNA8TY IN RUSSIA.

Grand Duke Michael - A lexandrovitch
Haa Abdicated.

Petrograd, March .16, 5.80 p. m., via
London, March 17, 3.14 a. m. Emperor
Nicholas abdicated at midnight last
night on behalf of himself and the
heir-appare- Grand Duke Alexis, In
favor of Grand Duke Michael Alexan-
dre) vitch.

At 2.30 o'clock this afternoon Grand
Duke Michael himself abdicated, thus
bringing the Romanoff dynasty to an
end.

Welcomes Gerard
FOFtMER AMBASSADOR 8AYS WE

ARE ON THE BRINK OF WAR ;

URGES PREPAREDNESS

Declares Germany Has 12,000,000 Men

Under Arms He Would ba Willing
to Lead a ; Regiment of ' Garman-America-

in Event of War.

New Yorok, March 16. If war cornea
with Germany, James W. Gerard, form-
er ambassador to that country, would
be willing to lead a regiment of German--

Americans, ha said, upon his ar-
rival here today at the close of his
Journey- - of 7,231 miles from Berlin by
way of Switzerland, Spain, Cuba,
Florida and Washington. A citizens
committee appointed by Mayor Mitch -

ell greeted the returning diplomat andthe city paused in its daily routine togive him a noisy welcome as he pass-
ed through the streets to the City Hall.
'

v On Brink of War.
"We are on the brink of war withGermany and I believe those of Ger-

man descent in this country will re-
main loyal". Mr. Gerard said in hispublic address at the city halL "I would
not mind leading a regiment of German--

Americans in the event of hos-
tilities and feel sure I would not be
shot in the back."

Mr. Gerard said that he left Berlin
with a clear conscience, feelings thatduring all his stay there he had omit-
ted nothing that wold further friend-
ly relations and peace between this
country and Germany. "I want to as-
sure you," he added, "that if we are
drawn into a conflict, it will be only
after our president has exhausted every
means consistent with upholding tf.e
honor and dignity of the United States
to keep ns fro mwar."

The former ambassador emphasized
necessity for military and naval prep-
aration on the part of the United
States. "When I came back to this
country," he said, "it was a positive
shock to me to find that in the two
years in which the world has been
on fire ,we have done nothing to pre-
pare for even a reasonable means of
national defense. There is only one
thing universal military service or
universal training. , i

12,000,000. Men Under Arms.
That nation that stands opposite to

us today has probably not lees than
12,000,000 men under arms. I haeseen the Germans take prisoner in one
afternoon more men than there are in
the United States army."

Referring to American citizenship cf
German birth, Mr. Gerard said he was
glad to see on the list of persons mak-
ing up the reception committee to wel-
come him home, names of people of
German descent. "It was but natural,"
he said, "that these people at the be-
ginning of the war should have a sen
timental feel toward Germany. I be
lieve that in our hour of trial we can
rely upon our citizens of German de
scent."

PRELIMINARY COMMITTEE
OF RUSSIAN AMERICANS

Formed in New York to Cooperate
With New Government in Russia.

New Tork, March 16. Prominent
members ofJthe Russian colony in this
city met today and formed a "prelim-
inary committee of American Rus
sians" to with the new
government in Russia.

- "The first work of the committee,"
said a statement issued after the meet-
ing, "wili be to take over all the di-
plomatic and jpfficial Russian govern-
ment affairs here, once the sanction
has been obtained from the Duma, the
council of the empire and various min-
istries. So far it acts merely as the
advisory board of the new govern-
ment. It has a certain public sane-- '
tion which can only be explained
later." -

Among those who attended the meet-
ing were Ivan Narodny. Ivan Okun-- .
teoff and Joseph DaVlnda, all of them
Russian .Journalists r

OBITUARY.

Ferdinand W. Roebling.
Trenton, N. J.. March- 16. Ferdinand

WI Roebling, Sr., 76 years --old, widely
known in the wire rope industry, died
today. He was secretary --treasurer of
the John A. Roebling Sons company.

MEMBERS OF NEW MINI8TRY
- ASSUME POST8

MONARCHY ABOLISHED "

Executive Department of tha Govern- -
ment Haa Been Placed in tha Hands
of Twelve Men Measagae of Alleg-
iance Are Pouring In.

' Petrograd. via London. March 16,.6o p. m. Russia today appeared tabe in a fair way toward solving thgreatest problem with which, perhapsany nation was ever confronted. Order
T,0nIn J"lth in.crea4ilng rapidityout chaos of the past week andhwtZ ovenmf nt. gathering up theen.raaso' national and muni-cipal life, is striving to set theof th cuntry in motion soconduct of the war will Bufferas little as possible from the revolu-tion.

New Ministry at Work.
Thtt m . . ....

' Z " me new ministryalready have assumed their posts andthe fnv.rnmo.t K.iiiif- - . j: . .
A . - - "-- uiiiii, mpcy ana

" Z Iour aayB- - re again openfor official business. The banks, allthe commercial fln.nAui iIIUUBCSand some of the factories have al- -
icauy responoea to the new govern-
ments appeal, opened their doors andexnressed n. wlllinmu.
tning In their power to effect a

ui-n- . ra-uver- y as poasiDie rrom theparalysis of the past week. ' The soldier--

policemen am manllii. Ik- -
streets, In the place of the old
Btuiunrmes. -

Message of Allegiance.
Hundreds of messages have been

received from all over the country,declaring the allegiance of Important
f" i t f n nnif fuMM.. . . ib. wc w 1. iT3 npw
regime. Moscow. Kharkov, Tsaritsyn

vmogaa aireaay nave rormaliy
acknowledged the new government
and. an far n m 4m itnnvn nn n i

quarter of the country still stands out
for the eld order of things. Supported
by unanimous vote, the present gov-
ernment is in reality a government ofthe people.

Full Agreement Reached.. .

According to the . latest information,
the executive committee of the Du-
ma and the committees of . eoldiere
and workingmen's deputies have
reached a full- - agreement, or it leant
have decided temporarily to waive all
minor aittrauocm-,mt- --the' niewtinsr- -

of the constitutional assembly, which
will deciAe Just what form the new
government of Russia wil I take.

Meanwhile, it ia reported that thegovernment of the country will restfor three months in the hands of a
committee of twelve, and it Is statedthat the monarchy, for the time being
will be abolished. .

ADDRESS BY NEW RUSSIAN
MINISTER OF JU8TICE

Saya New Government Will Isaue a
Decree of Full Amnesty.

London. March 16. 8 n. m. AAAr.Ing an assemblage of thousands of
soldiers and civilians from the gallery
of the lobby of the Duma, Deputy Ke-rens-

the new Russian minister of
Justice, according to a Reuters des-
patch from Petrograd dated today, an.
nounced that the provisional govern-
ment took office by virtue of an agree-
ment with workmen's and soldiers'delegates. The council of these dale- -
gates approved the agreement by sev-
eral hundred votes to fifteen. The first
act of the new government, M. Ke- -
rensia aeciarea, has been the imme-
diate publication of a decree of fullamnesty. Continuing, the despatch
adds, the minister of Justice, said:our comrades of tne second and
fourth Dumas who were banished il-
legally to the tundras of Siberia will
be released forthwith. - In my Juris-
diction are all the premiers and min-
isters of the old regime. They will
answer before the law for ' all crimes
against the people."

"Show them no mercy!" many voices
in the crowd are reported to have ex
claimed. .'

"Comrades." added M. KerenskbL
"regenerated Russia will not have re
course to the shameful metnods util-
ized by thoaold regime. Without trial
none will be condemned- - All prisoners
Will be tried In open, court.

"Comrades! Soldiers! Citizens! All
measures taken by the new govern-
ment will, be published. Soldiers. I
ask you to Free Russia
is now born and none win succeed In
wresting liberty from the hands of the
peoplo. Do not listen to the prompt-
ings of the agents of the old regime.
Listen to your officers. Long live free
Russia!"

The speech waa greeted by a storm
Of cheering.

The labor leader, Chkheldse. ad
dressing officers and soldiers, paid a
glowing tribute to the soldiers and
workingmen who had participated in
accomplishing the revolution. He re
counted, tha despatch says, the re
cent provocative efforts by the secret
police in publishing proclamations re
garding the murders of officers by sol-
diers. He exhorted the soldiers to re- - '

gard their officers as citizens who had
helped raise the revolutionary flag
and as brothers In the great caue of
Russian liberty. Subsequently officers.
soldiers and workingmen carried M'.
Chkheidzof on their; shoulders through
a cheering throng of soldiers and ci-

vilians.

FLETCHER HOLDS RECEPTION
IN MEXICO CITY

Also Met Representatives of Protest
ant Churches.

Mexico City. March 16. Henry P.
Fletcher, the American ambassador to
Mexico, held his first diplomatic re
ception today. He also met the repre
sentatives of Protestant churches
holding property in Mexico- - and ex
plained the property clause oi tne
new constitution to them.

The ambasador told the represen
tatives that the constitution and Its
provisions, which were made by a
properly constituted body, superseded
treaties with foreign countries as those
treaties were based on provisions of
the old constitution. Aa a result, he
said, questions regarding the . admin
istration of church property now came
only within the scope of diplomatic
negotiations.

,
Cabled Paragraphs

German Chancellor Visit Vienna. '
Amsterdam, March 18, via London,

6.27 p. m. A Vienna telegram reports
the arrival there of the German chan-
cellor. Dr. von - Berthmasn-Hollwe- g,

who visited Emperor Charles, Foreign
Minister Czernln and Premier Clam-Martin- io

of Austria.
TWO BOMBS EXPLODED IN

COURTHOUSE AT BOSTON

Two Persons Killed Ars Believed to
- Hava Been Responsible.

Boston, March 16. Two bombs were
exploded in the Suffolk County court-
house late today. . The secrecy with
which officials surrounded" the affair
and their exclusion of .reporters led
to reports that an assassination had
been attempted. r

Two persons were killed by the ex-
plosion, which occurred In a wash-
room in the second floor of the build-
ing, situated directly- opposite police
headquarters. " A big hole was torn in
the floor.

The two dead men were . believed,
from pieces of their clothing picked
ly, to have been soldiers.

The pelice admitted that their pres-
ent theory was that there had been a
premature explosion of a borm or
bombs while in the hands of the two
men who were carrying them to the
court room with murderous intent.-

This theory would place the responsi-
bility on the men who were killed. A
thorough search of the whole building
for othe rbombs, was begun at once.
Police reserves were called to thesquare to handle a great and' excited
crowd that gathered quickly, t

The state house tonight ' was placed
under heavy guard Immediately after
word had been received of the ex-
plosion at the Suffolk County court-
house. ,

: The ' corridors were patrolled and
the guards had orders to stop and
interrogate every person unknown to
them personally.
OBREGON NOT LEADING

. OPPOSITION TO CARRANZA

Rumors Mat With Emphatic Denial by
Carranza Officials. -

s
v" El Paso, Texas, March 16. Rumcs
of a new political alignment in- - Mexico
with General Alvarado Obregon, lead-
ing the 'opposition to . the government

t ofJSeneraL-Carranz- a. hv been te.-te- -
Lculation here- - sum! in Juarez for the !at

24 hours, having been brought from
the interior by Mexican and foreign
refugees. - ;

The --rumors "were emphatically de-
nied by. Carranza officials here today
and it was claimed General Obregon is
loyal to General Carranza and his re
tirement from the de facto cabinet was
because of an affection of the throat
and not because of any political differ
fences. .: ' .. -

Obregon's nametas been linked with
that of Felix Diaz in the rumors of the
new revolutionary movement with Villa
having a part in the movement in the
north but this was doubted here. The
German question is said to .have play- -
a part in the supposed movement, as
Carranza's friendship for the Germans
has-cause- a number of his leaden" to
turn" again him, it was said, here to
day. , . - -

PROTEST FROM ORGANIZED : -

LABOR IN PORTO RICO

Claim American Officials Have Com-
pletely Ignored Laboe.

Y
' Washington, - March 1. A violentprotest frdm organized labor In Porto

Rico, declaremg that in organization
of the new island government under
the recent act of cognress, the Amer-
ican officials have completely ignored
tabor, while "capital reigns supreme"
was received today at headquarters of
the American Federation of Lajbor.

In a 4etter to .President. Samuel
Gompers, Santiago Ignesias, president
or the iree deration or workers of
Porto Rico. . says the workers have to
refuse their in the --new
government and "look to some otherway of securing what is legitimately
due them," if labor is not more fully
recognized. After declaring that the
"notorious Governor Yager and hisgang of devouring politicians, office
seekers and 'corporation men" are
crushing the hopes labor have held for
extension of their rights under the new
government, the letter appeals to the
American Federation t aid in at, least
securing appointment of a representa-
tive of the laboring classes as head of
the new department of agriculture and
labor.
MURGUIA'S COMMAND

DEFEATED BY VILLA
. .........

Succeeded in Capturing Ona of Three
Troop Trams.

t
El Paso, Texas, March 16. Francisco

Villa decisively defeated General
Francisco Murgula's comamnd at the
second battel of Rosario, Durango, Sat-
urday, according to information re-
ceived : here today by government
agents. After, leading the de factotroops . into an ambush,- Villa , suc-
ceeded in capturing one - of threetroop trains and killed and wounded
hundreds of the Carranza troops, ac-
cording to this report. .

PRINTED EIGHT PAGES
. .' INSTEAD OF CUSTOMARY. 24

St. Louis Post-Dispat- ia Husbanding
C U Paper Supply. ;-- . ,

- St-- Louis, March 16. Because of the
threatened railway strike which owuldcut off the shipment - of news printpaper to St. Louis ,the principal edi-
tion of the Post-Dispat- ch contained buteight pages today instead of the cus-
tomary 24. The Post-Dispat- ch an-
nounced that this step was taken to
conserve its paper supply.

' Canadian. Export.
Ottawa, Ont. .March

exports for the first eleven months of
the fiscal year, ending March 81, to-
talled $1,028,960,000. and imnorU : forconsumption $742,955,000, a grand totalof 1,77L965,000 . The total , in thesame period last year was Jl.098,945.-000- 0.

Tha (figures are exclusive of
coi nand bullion and the he-exp- of
foreign merchandise. . . -

' Washington, March 16. President
Wilson today called upon the railroad
manajrera and chiefs of the employes'
brotherhoods as patriotic men to re-
open the questions at issue between

, them and prevent a general interrup-
tion of railway traffic "in ttils time

, o national peril.
Efforts for Mediation.' .

The president message, an appeal
ior adjustment or differences-an- a a
solemn protest against a strike, was
sent after he and the catiM6ffiad ap-
proved a proposal of the council of
national defence that it serid a com-
mission to New York to undertake
mediation between the railroads and
their employes. ' At the same time,
three of the four members of the
committee Secretaries Lane and. Wil-
son. Daniel Willard, president of the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad started
for New York to seek immediate con
ferences with representatives of both.
sides. v,

Gomptn Missing. ? ,

Samuel Gompers, resident of the
American Federation of Labor, is the
fourth member. Until tonight It was

at the White House that
he had gone to New ,XorK with the
committee, ,but It developed that he
had been out of the city or "twotdays
and that" Secretary, LajDei. entrusted
with arrangements for

trip, probably had ot;itte able
to rtrtn him. OnTclalg at tlj federa-- .
tOTn- - headquarters, V 6u"Id not say
vrhere Mr. Gompers was, .but explained
that he , had been keeping-- ' in - touch
with the brotherhood leaders from
point near New York. , It was thought
he would be in New York tomorrow
if he did not get there tonight. .' t

President Confident' of No Strike.
. The president Is confident" that tnere

will be no strike. , However; ' he.'ia al-
ready considering what may be. done
if his appeal to the "patriotism .of themen involved is; futile. Legal officers
of the government Are. studying the
problem to determine what . measures
win be lawful not only in an ' effort
to keep food supplies and, the malls
nioving, but to deal . with', an' even
more serious situation if th country
should be' drawn into war, ,:Th'e.iatter
phase Is being given- - only minor- - at-
tention, -- however, as officials" are sat-
isfied that If war came the loyalty of
all the railroad men jcould-ix-j. depend
ed on. - - ' - - -

The action o the president came
wun arsmaue suaaenness late tnrs re.
ternoon. The council of national de
fence. Including in its membership
several cabinet officers, had held a
conference at the war department, anddeciding that with the United Ftates
apparently on. the verge of war
railroad strike " would be a national
disaster, proposed the sending of me
diators.

Called Cabinet Meeting.
Against the advice of his physician

the president, just recovered from a
cold wtiich has kept him In bed for
nearly two weexg, summoned a cab-
inet meeting and In a short,- - decisive
session, apip roved the course..

The president then sent his messaee
to the representatives of the railroads
and of the four brotherhoods.- - - It fol-
lows: - -

President Wilson's Appeal.
"I deem It my duty and right to ap

peal to - yon in this time ' of national
peril to open again the questions at
issue between the railroads and their
operatives with a view to accommoda-
tion or settlement. - -

"With, my approval a committee of
the . council of national defense is
about to seek a conference with you
with that end in view.

"A general interruption of 'the rail
way traffic of the country at this time
would entail a danetr to the nation
against which I have the right to en
ter my. most solemn and earnest pro
test. : ;

- "It Is now the duty of every pa
trlotlc man to bring matters of this
sort to immediate - accommodation.
The safety of this country against
manifest perils affecting Its " own
peace and the peace of the whole world
makes accommodation absolutely im
perative and seems to me to render any
ether choice or action Inconceivable."

The president's message was sent
to Elfsha Lee. chairman of the: con-feren- ce

committee of railroad man-
agers; L. E. Sheppard. acting head
d the conductors: W.,G. Lee, head of
the trainmen; W. E. . Stone," grand
chief of the engineers, and tW. , S.

.Carter, president of the firemen
enginemen. --.' - '

'. '

Formaword of the '. president that
they had been selef?ted to carry on the
mediatory negotiations was contained
in this message, sent bv Secretary Ba-
ker, as chairman of the national de-
fence council, to Secretaries Lane and
Wilson, and Jfir.- - Willard and - Mr.
Gompers: ....- - . '

-- .
5 Secretary Baker's Not.
"At a meeting of the council of na-

tional defense it was resolved that
you be requested at once to seek an
interview with the representatives of
the railroad brotherhoods an r rail-
road executives with reference to the
differences now existing between them
and apparently threatening to. produce
a general railway strike in the coun-
try, that-yo- present to the repre-
sentatives of both sides ' the grave
peril involved in such a situation at
this time and that you request them
so to adjust their difference as in any

event to lead to a postponement of
any acute difficulty during the present
national emergency.

Prior to taking up the question with
the national defense council, the pres-
ident had been informed that the lead
ers of the employers and eyes were
waiting in New York to see whether
he would, take : action, and had also
been told of reports that some of the
brotherhood members were not ready
to abide by last; year's strike vote.
, ConferenceNot Improbable. '

In the -- formal ' communications the
government did not seek to lay blame
for the present. situation, either on the
railroad officials-- the brotherh-
oods.- It Is known,' however, that, the
president believes from his intimate
knowledge ' of the. situation gained
while trying to mediate himself last
year- - that there la no good reason why
a: compromise is not iposslble.

All government officials believe that
ultimately, through one agency or an-
other, the railroads will have to ac-
cept the eight hour day.- They be-
lieve that the commission headed by
Major General Goethals,- - appointed by
the president under the. Adamson act,
is fair and wiH settle equitably differ-
ences over of the eight
hour day. WiUa-ther- hava, been.,-b-
formal expressions o the subject, the
calling of. the strike without waiting
for the supreSOAeeiirt to hand-da- wn

its decision-t-on-- ' the-- - OTJstitatlonairy- -

ofrlhe law. hasbeeugeneiW con-
demned. . .. , :!' ' '

CONFERENCE OF MEDIATORS,
BROTHERHOOD CHIEFS.

' RAILROAD MANAGERS.

New York, March 17. The commit-
tee of managers - headed ; by Elisha
Lee. its chairman was-calle- Into the
conference room-wit- brotherhood rep--:

resentatives and- - taediators, at-1.1-
5

-O'clock. -- - -

Secretaries Lane and Wilson and
Daniel - Willard, the mediators, were
still in conference with the brother-
hood chiefs and the railroad managers
at 2.15 o'clock.'- - Samul GomperSi-th- e

fourth membefc ofe the , council- - of na-
tional defense ,naraed-a- s a- - mediator,
had not arrived and; jios word" had been
received from him, so far .be
learned. No maatIo -- toad come
from the conference-roo- m- as t& the'
progress of the deliberation and-there

was no indication that the - meeting
was nearing aft end.

Secretary Lane sent word from -- the
conference room at '2.20 o'clock that
th brotherhood men had left but that
that mediators were still in conference
with the managers. He said no further
statement would be made tonight.

'
NOTICE OF FREIGHT. :

..AND EXPRESS EMBARGOES

Issued by the New Havef and Central
New England Railroads.

Natfv Haven, Conn, March
of freight and express embargoes,

in view of the railroad strike set for
tomorrow night.- were issued today by

Lthe New York, New Haven and (Hart
ford-Railroa- and '. the' Central xnew
England Railway - companies. The
notice reads: :' "

"Effective at 5 p. m.. this date, these
companies will - not accept freight of
any kind, except milk, for points on or
via these lines. - This includes freight
in transit. ,; '.

"No express will be received through
the Grand Central terminal after 4 p.
m. and from or via other points after
iu p. m., Saturday. Marcn n."

- The following notice was also issued
today by - tha New . Tork, New Haven
and Hartford railroad relative to train
service, .in the event of a strike:

"Beginning 6 p. m. Saturday, pro-
vided the prospective strike order of
the four brotherhoods of train and
enginemen becomes effective,-- the pas-
senger and freight service of tha New
Tork, New Haven and Hartford Ball-roa- d

company will be subject to seri-
ous delay and. curtailment. '

The passenger service is threatened
bv the ealllne out of the vardmen in
the Grand Central and other termi-
nals Saturday evening. In connection
with the discontinuance of service on
other lines. Tard-- service is an Im
portant factor In controlling operation
of passenger' trains.

"All freight and much express are
being placed under embargo and the
prospects for the continued handling
of both are indefinite.

The company will make every en
deavor to operate such trains as it
can. Patrons are advised of the prob-
able entire suspension of yard 'and
freight train service.- curtailment ofpassenger service. Involving a mora or
less number of trains on. such sched-
ules as it may be practicable to estab-
lish, and the probable discontinuance
of limited trains." ....

r v v
N. H. ROAD TO DISCONTINUE

' f SLEEPERS - AND DINERS

All Paasengar Traffio Is to Be In Day
. - Coachaa. '

; '
New York, March H. The New Ha

ven ; company- - announced yesterday
that sleeping and dining car ser-
vice 'would be discontinued tomorrow
night and that all passenger traffic
would be in day coaches. ...

yards north - and south of the wood
also were - taken, the communicatee
also were taken, the communication
adds. The - St. Pierre Vaast Wood
lies about midway between Bapaume
and Peronne and its possession by tne
British would increase the menace to
these serong points in the German de-
fense. The wood dominates the out-
lying positions north of Peronne.
- A German attack on a British post
northeast of the Som'me, London says,
was repulsed. Berlin reports numer-
ous German raids on the Anche, Som-m- e

and other sectors in France, from
which prisoners were brought in.

French Making Progress.
French troops continue to make pro-

gress on both sides of the Avft. In
Champagne the French - carried out a
surprise attack east of the Butte de

'Souain. -
Renewed activity In Macedonia In the

region of Monastir Is reported by Ber-
lin, which says the French attacked
east of that town and were success-
ful In entering German trenches, but
at only one point, being beaten oft
elsewhere. ..'Between Lakes Ochrida and Presba,
it is added, French attempta were, re-
pulsed. '

- Turks Contin ue to Retreat.
While the British troops are advanc-

ing up the Diala river from Bagdad,
Russian troops have occupied a height
west of Kermanshah, Persia. British
forces have taken part of the town of
Bakubah, thirty miles northeast
cf Bagdad and on the main road to
Kermanshah. The Turkish forces
continue their retreat up the right
bank of the Tigris from Bagdad.

German airplanes have renewed their
attacks on southeastern England. Lon-
don announces, and bombs have been
dropped in the county of Kent. A
German airplane previously dropped
bombs at Westgate. -

British Destroyer Sunk.
Another. British torpedo boat des

troyer has been sunk as a result of
striking a mine in the English chan
nel. IF is believed that 29 or the
crew were lost in the disaster.

AIR RAID ON SOUTHEASTERN
COUNTIES OF ENGLAND

Bombs Were Dropped in Kent Raid
tu Still in Progress.

- London. March 17, 12:35 a. m. An
air raid on the southeastern counties
of England took place last night and
was still in progress early this morn
ing, according to an official communi
cation issued at 12:30 o'clock., Bombs
were dropped on Kent. The official
statement says: - - -

"Hostile, airships attacked the south
eastern counties last night. Bombs
have been dropped In the county Kent.
The ral.' Is still In progress, A furth-
er communication will be issued dur
ing the morning. ' ;

FRENCH CABINET WILL ' v

BE RECONSTRUCTED

Various Departments - Ara to Be Re- -
atored to Their Old Status.

Pari a March 16. 11.50 p. m. The
French cabinet will be reconstructed.
Premier Briand. 'it is onderstood. in
addition to replacing General Lyautey,
the former minister ct war, will have
the departments, whach had been .com-
bined under one minister,, restored to
their former status. , It . is expected
that the premier will be able to sub-
mit tho names of the new ministers
to President Poin care tomorrow..

t-T- WITT . Jt


